
  
 

DESIGN STUDIO PRESENTATION  
 
SITE EVIDENCE (working studio title) 
Design practice has undergone a dramatic expansion in scope. Expectations for design 
performance are no longer confined to a powerful aesthetic experience or a compelling 
relationship to site. Today architecture operates with multiple expectations of performance 
within the project’s cultural, economic, historic, social, ecological and political systems. 
Projects are no longer independent entities but operate within systems of variables.  We will 
investigate new design possibilities arising from architecture’s performance within the project’s 
broadest context.  
 
Our studio project builds on The Leatherback Trust history of achieving turtle conservation by 
addressing the social context of poaching. In the early days of the Trust the researchers 
recognized that poaching leatherback nest sites for eggs was a means of feeding families. This 
was the impetus to train guides build a business, in cooperation with the Trust biologists, to 
bring tourists to turtles nesting on the beach. The end result was conservation but the context 
was social and economic. We are interested in how architecture can similarly operate in 
multiple contexts to achieve the mission of The Leatherback Trust. 
 
The studio will undertake the design of a new biological research station located in Playa Grande 
Costa Rica. The station is run by the Leatherback Trust Organization, dedicated to the 
conservation of the leatherback sea turtle. The station houses multiple functions. During breeding 
season, scientist and Earth Watch volunteers patrol the beach to protect the nesting sites. The 
station provides nesting site locations to trained local guides to bring tourists to nesting sites. 
Scientist collect data from nesting turtles and pursue other biologic research. In addition, school 
groups from the US and Costa Rica, visit to learn more about turtles and broader issues of 
conservation.  
 
The studio program will include overnight stay rooms for researchers, on site biologists, staff, 
school groups and Earth Watch volunteers, some dining, meeting and social areas, labs and 
offices. In addition, the Trust is committed to construct a building as a meeting place for guides 
leading turtle nesting site experiences, a small convenience concession, a room for the 
community, and conservation learning center.  The program will be considered a starting point 
for the studio with great flexibility for students to propose new spaces or relationships.  
 
The current station is located by the beach within a no build zone created to protect nesting 
turtles and hatchlings from disorientation due to lights and noise. A 13 hectare site has been 
donated to the organization for construction of a new station.  The site is drains the Tamarindo 
Estuary rendering approximately 6 hectares unbuildable. Further the site has been grazed and 
appears to have lost much of its top soil supporting largely grassland at the moment.  
 
Prior to their design exploration, students are expected to conduct research into the project’s 
context. In addition to understanding the physical site, we will be investigating the cultural, 
social, political and economic context in order to position architecture’s performance within the 
projects broadest context. The studio will pose questions about how programmatic innovation 



and design might advance the mission of the Leatherback Trust. Work will be pushed to address 
multiple layers with a singular design, not to simply add features that address singular issues.   
 
The studio will visit Costa Rica from September XX to October XX. The nearest airport is in 
Liberia Costa Rica, about an hour away. We will stay at the current biologic station. Dr. Frank 
Paladino one of the founders of TLT, will be available to introduce us to the mission, operation 
and objectives of the new station. The nesting season will just be starting, so we hopefully will 
be able to patrol with the biologists. We will use the trip to begin to test site and programmatic 
strategies. Student will be expected to begin to generate design options in Costa Rica.  
 
Julie Snow will make eight trips to New Haven, in addition to the Costa Rica trip, including 
reviews. Most New have visits will begin with Thursday studios, meeting with individual 
students on Fridays, and returning Monday for studio, except for holidays. Supplemental 
meetings and crits will be conducted by Surry Schlabs during the alternate weeks. Julie Snow 
will be available while not in New Haven via phone or Zoom meeting.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


